HARDSHIPS  ON THE   ROAD

was forthcoming*   Daniel had received no salary from
Callender, and the great road project seemed on the

verge of failure.   Charles was disconsolate.   But the
mother of the boys, ever mindful of their interest, said,

in her serene way:

"I can get enough money to send you to Chicago and
I will put up some lunches for you."

Charles was eagerly impatient to start. He nagged at
his brother:

uGus, when do we start for Chicago?   Do we walk?"

lie was sent down-town to find out the cheapest route,
and he returned in great excitement, saying:

*(The cheapest way is over the Baltimore & Ohio,
second class, but it is the longest ride. We can ride
in the clay-coach, and even if we have no place to wash
we will get to Chicago, and that is the main thing."

When they reached Chicago the first of the long chain
of disasters that was to attend them on this enterprise
developed,

Stoddart was penniless. The two hundred and fifty
dollars that he expected to contribute to the capital
of the new combination was swept away in the failure of
the Fidelity Bank* He had looked forward to Gustave
for help, and all the while Gustave, on that long, toilsome
journey west, was hoping that his partner would provide
the first railroad fares. So they sat down and pooled
their woes, wondering how they could start their tour,
with Charles as an interested listener.

Every now and then he would chirp up with the
question:

4'How do 1 get out of town?"

Finally Gustave, always resourceful, said:

41 You don't need any money, Cl^rley,   I've got rait-nd the time came to .start wt\;t thrn* was a
